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ATP & ITF COLLABORATE TO ACCELERATE CAREERS OF 
ASPIRING PLAYERS 
LONDON - The ATP and the International Tennis Federation (ITF) have announced the launch of the 
Accelerator Programme, a groundbreaking initiative designed to accelerate the careers of young 
aspiring tennis players from 2023. 

The programme will see playing opportunities at ATP Challenger Tour-level reserved for the world’s top 
junior players, creating an accelerated pathway into professional tennis. The new initiative supplements the 
2023 Challenger Tour changes announced in September, which signal ATP’s long-term strategy for the 
circuit through significant prize money increases, a balanced calendar and an increase in total and 
premium playing opportunities. 

The move comes as the ITF continues to develop more opportunities for players to progress through its 
pathway via the ITF World Tennis Tour on to the top level of the game. 

Each player ranked in the Top 20 of the year-end ITF Junior Rankings will be granted up to eight 
Accelerator Spots at Challenger 50 or 75 tournaments the following season. These will be split between 
main draw (Top 10) and qualifying (Nos. 11-20), with players also eligible for two Accelerator Spots at M15 
or M25 ITF World Tennis Tour events. Players ranked Nos. 21-30 in the year-end ITF Junior Rankings will 
be eligible for eight spots at M15 or M25 events. 

Junior Grand Slam singles champions and finalists will also be eligible for the Accelerator Programme. 
Champions will receive the same allocation of main draw opportunities as the Top 10 group, while finalists 
will join players ranked Nos. 11-20 in receiving access into qualifying.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 

 

Andrea Gaudenzi, ATP Chairman: "Tennis has always been a sport that rewards hard work, and we must 

create an environment that allows young, aspiring players to reach their potential. It is our responsibility to 
open the door to opportunity and allow them to thrive in the sport. The Accelerator Programme is creating a 

pathway for the next generation of champions and we look forward to seeing it come into play from 2023." 

 

Further bolstering the Accelerator Programme is a new ‘Promotion’ mechanic, which allows juniors ranked 

in the year-end Top 20 and junior Grand Slam champions and finalists who achieve direct acceptance by 

Pepperstone ATP Ranking into ATP Challenger qualifying, to be promoted into the main draw. The 

promotion mechanic will be available across all Challenger categories. 

 
David Haggerty, ITF President: “It is important that tennis works together to create new opportunities for 

young players. By collaborating, we can create a brighter future for the sport and ensure that future 

generations have opportunities to progress to the top of the game. We are excited to be part of the effort to 

make this happen." 

 

Junior players eligible for the 2023 Accelerator Programme will be based off the year-end ITF Junior 

Rankings, calculated today on Monday, 12 December 2022. 
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Media contact: 
ATP: Simon Higson (simon.higson@atptour.com) 
ITF: communications@itftennis.com  
 
About The ATP 
As the global governing body of men’s professional tennis, the ATP’s mission is to serve tennis. We 
entertain a billion global fans, showcase the world’s greatest players at the most prestigious tournaments, 
and inspire the next generation of fans and players. From the United Cup in Australia, to Europe, the 
Americas and Asia, the stars of the game battle for titles and Pepperstone ATP Rankings points at ATP 
Masters 1000, 500 and 250 events, and Grand Slams. All roads lead towards the Nitto ATP Finals, the 
prestigious season finale held in Turin, Italy. Featuring only the world’s top 8 qualified singles players and 
doubles teams, the tournament also sees the official crowning of the year-end ATP World No. 1, presented 
by Pepperstone, the ultimate achievement in tennis. For more information, please visit www.ATPTour.com. 
 
 
About the ITF 
The International Tennis Federation (ITF) is the world governing body of tennis. Founded in 1913, its 
purpose is to ensure the long-term growth and sustainability of the sport, delivering tennis for future 
generations in association with its 213 member National Associations. The ITF oversees the rules and 



 

 
 
 
 

regulations that govern international and national competition. The ITF is responsible for the worldwide 
development of tennis through its highly regarded global Development Programme, its Science and 
Technical department which monitors equipment and technology, and its Officiating department which 
oversees the education and advancement of officials. The ITF organises up to 1850 men’s, women’s, and 
junior tournaments on the ITF World Tennis Tour, and manages the ITF junior team competitions, ITF 
Beach Tennis World Tour, UNIQLO Wheelchair Tennis Tour and the ITF World Tennis Masters Tour. The 
ITF is the owner and rightsholder of the men’s and women’s World Cups of Tennis, Davis Cup by Rakuten 
and Billie Jean King Cup by Gainbridge respectively, the two largest annual international team competitions 
in tennis. The ITF manages the Olympic Tennis Event on behalf of the IOC and the Paralympic Tennis 
Event on behalf of the IPC and the Qualification Pathways for both events at the Games. For further 
information please visit www.itftennis.com . 


