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JOINT STATEMENT BY THE INTERNATIONAL GOVERNING 
BODIES OF TENNIS 
A deep sense of distress, shock and sadness has been felt across the entire tennis community following 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in the past week. Our thoughts are with the people of Ukraine, and we 
commend the many tennis players who have spoken out and taken action against this unacceptable act of 
aggression. We echo their calls for the violence to end and peace to return. 

The safety of the tennis community is our most immediate collective priority. The focus of the WTA and 
ATP in particular in recent days has been on contacting current and former players, and other members of 
the tennis community from Ukraine and neighbouring countries, to check on their safety and offer any 
assistance. 

The international governing bodies of tennis stand united in our condemnation of Russia’s actions and, as 
a result, are in agreement with the following decisions and actions: 

• The WTA and ATP Boards have made the decision to suspend the WTA / ATP combined event, 
scheduled this October in Moscow. 

• The ITF Board has made the decision to suspend the Russian Tennis Federation and Belarus 
Tennis Federation membership and to withdraw their entries from all ITF international team 
competition until further notice. This action follows the cancellation of all ITF tournaments in Russia 
and Belarus indefinitely. 

• At this time, players from Russia and Belarus will continue to be allowed to compete in international 
tennis events on Tour and at the Grand Slams. However, they will not compete under the name or 
flag of Russia or Belarus until further notice. 

# # #  

Media contact: 
Simon Higson (simon.higson@atptour.com) 
  
About The ATP 
As a global governing body of men’s professional tennis, the ATP’s mission is to serve tennis. We entertain 
a billion global fans, showcase the world’s greatest players at the most prestigious tournaments, and 
inspire the next generation of fans and players. From the ATP Cup in Australia, to Europe, the Americas 
and Asia, the stars of the game battle for titles and ATP Rankings points at ATP Masters 1000, 500 and 
250 events, and Grand Slams. All roads lead towards the Nitto ATP Finals, the prestigious season finale 
held in Turin, Italy. Featuring only the world’s top 8 qualified singles players and doubles teams, the 
tournament also sees the official crowning of the year-end ATP World No. 1, the ultimate achievement in 
tennis. For more information, please visit www.ATPTour.com. 
 
 
 
 


