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ATP ANNOUNCES RECORD-BREAKING CHALLENGER TOUR 
ENHANCEMENTS 
LONDON – ATP has announced significant upgrades to the ATP Challenger Tour, set to deliver a record 
number of events, multi-million dollar prize money increases and an optimised tournament calendar from 
January 2023. The reforms follow an in-depth review and strategy development, conducted by ATP’s new 
senior Challenger Tour team over the past eight months. 

 

Key changes include: 

1. Category Simplification:  



 

 
 
 

 

The ATP will phase out the Challenger 90 and 110 categories, reducing the number of categories from six 
to four. Starting in 2023, the core categories will be:  

• Challenger 50 
• Challenger 75 
• Challenger 100 
• Challenger 125 

In addition, ATP will introduce three new premium Challenger 175 events, during the second week of ATP 
Masters 1000 tournaments in Indian Wells, Rome and Madrid, with prize money of $220,000. 

2. Record Prize Money: 

Total prize money on the Challenger Tour will rise from $13.2 million in 2022 to a record $21.1 million in 
2023, an increase of 60 per cent. This includes notable increases at Challenger 100 tournaments 
($106,240 to $130,000) and Challenger 75 tournaments ($53,120 to $80,000). In addition, round-by-round 
prize money distributions will improve earnings in the earlier rounds of events. Together, these 
enhancements will help create a more sustainable player pathway for more players competing on the 
Challenger Tour. 

3. Enhanced Calendar: 

The 2023 Challenger Tour is set to deliver an all-time record of 195 events, up from 183 in 2022, creating 
more opportunities for players. Improvements to the calendar will also see it more closely align with the 
ATP Tour and deliver a better balance of tournaments in terms of both surface types and regions. In 
addition, a projected 170 per cent increase in the number of Challenger 100 and 125 events will enhance 
player flow and mobility, giving players more opportunities to ascend the Pepperstone ATP Rankings. 

Commenting on the changes, ATP Chairman Andrea Gaudenzi said: “The Challenger Tour is the 
launchpad of men’s professional tennis. Today’s announcement is a critical step forward for the entire 
ecosystem. The new plan increases earnings potential for players and improves the balance of tournament 
categories, surfaces and regions. It also puts a renewed focus on raising tournament standards. This is 
also just the beginning. Our team is committed to delivering further enhancements in the coming months 
and years.”   

Richard Glover, Vice President, ATP Challenger Tour, said: “The health of the ATP Challenger Tour is 
critical for the future of our sport, and our in-depth review revealed significant opportunities to strengthen 
this pathway. Whilst we are taking a long-term approach to growing the Challenger Tour, these changes 



 

 
 
 

 

will provide an immediate boost from 2023 onwards. We look forward to executing these reforms next 
season and building on this progress in the near future. There is more to come, so watch this space.” 

Media contact: 
Simon Higson (simon.higson@atptour.com) 

About The ATP Challenger Tour 
It all starts here. The ATP Challenger Tour is the launchpad of men's professional tennis, featuring more 
than 180 tournaments across more than 40 countries. At this level, players develop their skills and earn 
valuable experience against strong competition, while fighting for critical points and prize money, all with 
the collective goal of progressing onto the ATP Tour. Since it was founded in 1978, the ATP Challenger 
Tour has been an intense battleground on a global stage, providing fans the opportunity to witness world-
class tennis and follow the journeys of the stars of tomorrow as they launch their professional careers. Live 
stream the action throughout the year via Challenger TV on www.ATPTour.com. 

About The ATP 
As a global governing body of men’s professional tennis, the ATP’s mission is to serve tennis. We entertain 
a billion global fans, showcase the world’s greatest players at the most prestigious tournaments, and 
inspire the next generation of fans and players. From the ATP Cup in Australia, to Europe, the Americas 
and Asia, the stars of the game battle for titles and Pepperstone ATP Rankings points at ATP Masters 
1000, 500 and 250 events, and Grand Slams. All roads lead towards the Nitto ATP Finals, the prestigious 
season finale held in Turin, Italy. Featuring only the world’s top 8 qualified singles players and doubles 
teams, the tournament also sees the official crowning of the year-end ATP World No. 1, presented by 
Pepperstone, the ultimate achievement in tennis. For more information, please visit www.ATPTour.com. 

 


