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ALCARAZ YOUNGEST WORLD NO. 1 IN PEPPERSTONE ATP 
RANKINGS HISTORY 
LONDON – Carlos Alcaraz today becomes the youngest World No. 1 in Pepperstone ATP Rankings 
history (since 1973) after winning his first Grand Slam title at the US Open Sunday. 

Alcaraz entered the 2021 US Open as the World No. 55. With his win against 23-year-old Casper Ruud in 
the championship clash in New York, the 19-year-old is the first teenage World No. 1 and the fourth man 
from Spain to achieve the feat, joining his coach Juan Carlos Ferrero, Carlos Moya, and Rafael Nadal. 

"It's crazy for me. I've never thought that I was going to achieve something like that at 19 years old. So 
everything came so fast," Alcaraz said. "For me it's unbelievable. It's something I dreamed since I was a 
kid, since I started playing tennis. Of course, lifting this trophy today is amazing for me." 

 



 

 
 
 

 

The Murcia-native arrived at Flushing Meadows as the No. 4 player in the Pepperstone ATP Rankings. His 
leap to World No. 1 is tied for the biggest in history. Three other players have surged from No. 4 to No. 1 
between one Pepperstone ATP Rankings release: Moya (15 March 1999), Andre Agassi (5 July 1999) and 
Pete Sampras (11 September 2000). 

Alcaraz has rewritten the record books en route to the pinnacle of men’s tennis. Earlier this year he 
became the second-youngest player to win two ATP Masters 1000 titles (Miami and Madrid), only behind 
Nadal, who did so in 2005. Alcaraz also became the youngest ATP 500 titlist in series history in Rio de 
Janeiro and claimed another crown at that level in Barcelona. 

The 19-year-old leads the ATP Tour with 51 wins this season, moving him five victories clear of second-
placed Stefanos Tsitsipas (46). With his US Open triumph, Alcaraz also climbed to first place in the 
Pepperstone ATP Live Race To Turin, putting him in pole position to become the youngest year-end World 
No. 1 in history. 

Andrea Gaudenzi, ATP Chairman, said: ‘Carlos' rise to the top of the sport has been nothing short of 
phenomenal. His game has reached incredible levels this year, capturing ATP Masters 1000 titles in Miami 
and Madrid, and now capped off with a first Grand Slam title and becoming the youngest ever No. 1. His 
fearless tennis, work ethic and sportsmanship make him an inspiration for many and has raised the bar for 
tennis’ next era. Like so many of our fans, I’m excited to watch his incredible journey continue.’ 

Alcaraz became the first player to reach the top of men’s tennis’ mountain the Monday after the US Open 
since his coach, Ferrero, ascended to No. 1 after the 2003 tournament. Alcaraz’s final against Ruud was 
the first men’s singles championship match at a Grand Slam in which both players who had never been 
World No. 1 were competing for the top spot. 

Alcaraz is the 28th player to reach World No. 1, making him the sixth active player to climb to the top spot. 
The teen joins Novak Djokovic, Roger Federer, Nadal, Andy Murray and Daniil Medvedev, whom he 
replaced at the pinnacle. 

Alcaraz (19) and Ruud (23) are the second-youngest Top 2 in the history of the Pepperstone ATP 
Rankings, only trailing World No. 1 Jimmy Connors (22) and World No. 22 Bjorn Borg (18) in 1975. This is 
the first year since 2003 there have been two new World No. 1s in the same season (Medvedev and 
Alcaraz). 

# # #  

Media contact: 
Simon Higson (simon.higson@atptour.com) 



 

 
 
 

 

  
About The ATP 
As a global governing body of men’s professional tennis, the ATP’s mission is to serve tennis. We entertain 
a billion global fans, showcase the world’s greatest players at the most prestigious tournaments, and 
inspire the next generation of fans and players. From the ATP Cup in Australia, to Europe, the Americas 
and Asia, the stars of the game battle for titles and Pepperstone ATP Rankings points at ATP Masters 
1000, 500 and 250 events, and Grand Slams. All roads lead towards the Nitto ATP Finals, the prestigious 
season finale held in Turin, Italy. Featuring only the world’s top 8 qualified singles players and doubles 
teams, the tournament also sees the official crowning of the year-end ATP World No. 1, presented by 
Pepperstone, the ultimate achievement in tennis. For more information, please visit www.ATPTour.com. 


