
 

 
 

 

 
 
04 October 2021 
 

ATP RECEIVES INDEPENDENT SAFEGUARDING REPORT; 
ZVEREV INVESTIGATION ANNOUNCED 
 
LONDON – An Independent Safeguarding Report, commissioned by the ATP earlier in the season, 
has been completed. It represents a key element of the ATP’s overall safeguarding review to ensure 
all adults and minors involved in professional tennis are safe and protected from abuse. 
 
Compiled by a team of experts led by Chris Smart, former Detective Chief Inspector in the Metropolitan 
Police (UK), the report outlines a number of wide-ranging recommendations to ensure safeguarding is 
embedded across all aspects of ATP organisational activity. Topics covered include prevention, reporting 
and investigation of abuse, disciplinary measures, policy statements, event safety, training, information 
sharing, collaboration with other bodies of tennis and the appointment of dedicated safeguarding leads. 
 
ATP will now evaluate the recommendations to identify immediate next steps and develop a longer-term 
safeguarding strategy relating to all matters of abuse, including domestic violence.  
 
Massimo Calvelli, ATP CEO, said: “As an organisation we recognise the need to be doing more to ensure 
everyone involved in professional tennis feels safe and protected. The recommendations of the 
Safeguarding Report will help us approach this in a robust way. We are committed to making meaningful 
steps forward and know this won’t be an overnight process.” 
 
In parallel, an internal investigation into allegations concerning Alexander Zverev at the ATP Masters 1000 
event in Shanghai in 2019 is currently underway. The ATP fully condemns any form of violence or abuse 
and will investigate such allegations related to conduct at an ATP member tournament. 
 
Calvelli said: “The allegations raised against Alexander Zverev are serious and we have a responsibility to 
address them. We hope our investigation will allow us to establish the facts and determine appropriate 
follow-up action. We understand Zverev welcomes our investigation and acknowledge that he has denied 
all allegations. We will also be monitoring any further legal developments following the preliminary 
injunction obtained by Zverev in the German Courts.” 
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Media contact: 
Simon Higson (simon.higson@atptour.com) 
  
 
About The ATP 
As a global governing body of men’s professional tennis, the ATP’s mission is to serve tennis. We entertain 
a billion global fans, showcase the world’s greatest players at the most prestigious tournaments, and 
inspire the next generation of fans and players. From the ATP Cup in Australia, to Europe, the Americas 
and Asia, the stars of the game battle for titles and FedEx ATP Rankings points at ATP Masters 1000, 500 
and 250 events, and Grand Slams. All roads lead towards the Nitto ATP Finals, the prestigious season 
finale held in Turin, Italy. Featuring only the world’s top 8 qualified singles players and doubles teams, the 
tournament also sees the official crowning of the year-end ATP World No. 1, the ultimate achievement in 
tennis. For more information, please visit www.ATPTour.com. 
 
 


