
 

 
 
 

18 January 2023 

ATP & ITA UNITE TO ACCELERATE PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT FOR US COLLEGIATE PLAYERS 
 
LONDON - The ATP and Intercollegiate Tennis Association (ITA) have today announced a 
groundbreaking collaboration to accelerate the professional development pathway for players in 
the American collegiate system. 

The collaboration will see ATP Challenger Tour playing opportunities allocated to the highest-ranked ITA 
college players for the first time. This forms part of a long-term strategy to promote the rise of young talent 
in the professional game and builds on opportunities offered to the world’s top-ranked ITF Junior players 
through the Accelerator Programme, which came into play at the start of the 2023 season. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Players ranked in the Top 20 of the ITA final singles rankings at the beginning of June, who have finished 
their education, will be granted up to eight Accelerator Spots at Challenger 50 and 75 tournaments, with 
opportunities split between main draw (Top 10) and qualifying (11-20). Players who reach the quarter-finals 
or better of the individual NCAA Division I Tennis Championships will also qualify for the Accelerator 
Programme if not already eligible via their ITA ranking. These opportunities will be available from 1 July 
each season, beginning in 2023, for a period of 12 months. 

In addition, players who remain in education and qualify for the programme will receive six opportunities 
over six months (July–December), enabling them to benefit from the programme during their college off-
season and parts of their individual fall season. 



 

 
 
 
 

Providing further opportunity, eligible college players who achieve direct acceptance into qualifying of ATP 
Challenger events via their Pepperstone ATP Ranking will be eligible for promotion into the main draw.  

Andrea Gaudenzi, ATP Chairman: "Today’s aspiring players are the future lifeblood of our sport, and we 
must do everything we can to provide them opportunities to reach their potential. We’re thrilled to be 
opening new doors to the American college system, which has been a bedrock of talent in our game for 
decades.” 
 
Timothy Russell, ITA Chief Executive Officer: “College tennis is the connective tissue in the global 
tennis eco-system, an aspirational goal for junior tennis players around the world and a proven educational 
environment and competitive high performance arena in preparation for success in life, including as a 
career as a top professional tennis player. As an innovative leader in the world of American intercollegiate 
athletics, the ITA is honored to partner with the ATP in providing this new coordinated and motivational 
pathway to talented and dedicated college players.” 

College player eligibility for the 2023 Accelerator Programme will be based off the season-end singles ITA 
Collegiate Tennis Ranking sponsored by Tennis-Point, scheduled to be published on 1 June 2023. 

More information about the Accelerator Programme announced in December can be found here. 
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Media contacts: 
Simon Higson (simon.higson@atptour.com) 
Joe Gentry (jgentry@itatennis.com)  
  
About The ATP 
As the global governing body of men’s professional tennis, the ATP’s mission is to serve tennis. We 
entertain a billion global fans, showcase the world’s greatest players at the most prestigious tournaments, 
and inspire the next generation of fans and players. From the United Cup in Australia, to Europe, the 
Americas and Asia, the stars of the game battle for titles and Pepperstone ATP Rankings points at ATP 
Masters 1000, 500 and 250 events, and Grand Slams. All roads lead towards the Nitto ATP Finals, the 
prestigious season finale held in Turin, Italy. Featuring only the world’s top 8 qualified singles players and 
doubles teams, the tournament also sees the official crowning of the year-end ATP World No. 1, presented 
by Pepperstone, the ultimate achievement in tennis. For more information, please visit www.ATPTour.com. 
 
About the ITA 
The Intercollegiate Tennis Association (ITA) is the governing body and coaches association of college 
tennis, both an advocate and an authority for the sport and its members. Comprised of 1,260 colleges and 
universities, 20,000 student-athletes, 1,700 varsity programs, 3,000 coaches, and 1,350 college tennis 
officials, the ITA empowers college tennis coaches at all levels to deliver vibrant tennis programs that are 
vital to their college communities and transformational to their student-athletes.  
Follow the Spring 2023 college tennis season on the ITA website and ITA social channels on Twitter, 
Instagram, LinkedIn, Facebook, and YouTube. 
 


